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Summary Report on University Dropout at UBB, 2022 - 2023

This report analyses the dynamics of student population at Babes-Bolyai University
(UBB) throughout all years of study by the number of enrolled students. The term 'dropout’ has
been used to denote the decrease from one year of study to the next. At bachelor’s level, students
who started their studies in 2019, 2020 and 2021 were taken into consideration, while at
master’s level students who started their studies in 2021 were considered. Henceforth, the

enrollment years will be used for cohort naming.
l. BACHELOR’S LEVEL

I.1. DROPOUT RATE THROUGHOUT THE STUDY PROGRAM, 2019 — 2022 (2023)
COHORT

At bachelor’s level, the data from the previous academic years shows that of the total
number of dropouts, more than 75% left during their first year of study in the case of three-year
programs, and over 65% in the case of four-year programs.

The average dropout rate of the 2019 cohort (throughout the study program) is the
smallest in the last seven years (23.3% — UBB level, 22.1% — three-year study programs, 35.7%
— four-year study programs). Compared to previous cohorts, the data shows (Figure 1):

v" A much lower share of students who dropped out during their first year of study (35%
of total dropout compared to over 70% of total);
v" A much higher share of students who dropped out during their second (38% of total,

compared to 13%) or third year of study (27% of total, compared to 17%).
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Figure 1. Number of students who dropped out, bachelor’s level
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In the case of this cohort, for three semesters teaching was done overwhelmingly

online, the regulations imposed by the SARS-COV-2 pandemic being implemented starting

from the second semester of the academic year 2019-2020.

v

Similarly to previous years, the dropout rate is (Figure 2):
lower in full-time study programs (22.9%) than in partial time or distance study programs
(ID-IFR) (25.6%);
lower in three-year programs (22.1%) than in four-year programs (35.7%);
lower in programs taught in English and French (17.3%) and in the Hungarian section®
(17.6%) than in the Romanian (25.0%) and German (20.2%) sections;
is lower, on average, in the case of study programs at UBB extensions (average 20.9%) than
those taught in Cluj-Napoca (average 23.5%) (Appendix 1);
the dropout rate of the greatest part of the bachelor’s level study programs (35%) ranges
between 15% and 30% (Figure 3).
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Figure 2. Dropout rate throughout the study program, 2019 cohort, bachelor’s level

1 UBB offers a diverse array of teaching programs that cater to three main linguistic and ethnic
communities (Romanian, Hungarian, and German), as well as specialized international programs
taught in various international languages. The main three languages are also utilized in official
administrative work, allowing UBB to provide a comprehensive and inclusive education.
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Figure 3. Distribution of study programs by dropout rate throughout the program, 2019 cohort,
bachelor’s level

The quartile values at UBB level are: Q1 =11,8; Q2 =22,3; Q3 = 34,2

Q1 Q2 Q3
UBB 11,8 22,3 34,2
Three-year programs 12,1 22,5 34,2
Four-year programs 16,1 19,7 36,6
Full time study programs 14,2 22,7 34,6
Partial time and distance study programs 10,1 20,9 31,0
Romanian section 15,1 25,9 36,8
Hungarian section 9,7 18,8 25,0
German section 14,8 20,0 23,8
English/French-taught programs 12,9 19,0 28,5

Note. UBB offers a diverse array of teaching programs that cater to three main linguistic and ethnic
communities (Romanian, Hungarian, and German), as well as specialized international programs
taught in various international languages. The main three languages are also utilized in official
administrative work, allowing UBB to provide a comprehensive and inclusive education.

Data on dropout rate by faculty are presented in Appendix 2.
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I.2. DROPOUT RATE IN THE FIRST YEAR

At UBB level, the dropout rates in the first year for the cohorts of 2020 and 2021 are
steadily increasing (from 16.1% in 2019 to 20.4 % in 2021) (Figure 4). The greatest increase of
the dropout rate can be observed in the case of study programs at UBB extensions (from the
average 14.8% for the 2019 cohort to the average 22.0% for the 2021 cohort).

The dropout rates by language of study are also rising (the biggest increase is identified
in the case of English/French-taught programs, from 9.6% to 16.0%), with the exception of the
German section? (maximum value of dropout rate is 21.3% for the 2020 cohort, and 12.6% for
the 2021 cohort).
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Figure 4. Share of students who dropped out during their first year of study, bachelor’s level

Data on dropout rates by faculty are presented in Appendix 3 and Appendix 4.

> UBB offers a diverse array of teaching programs that cater to three main linguistic and ethnic
communities (Romanian, Hungarian, and German), as well as specialized international programs taught
in various international languages. The main three languages are also utilized in official administrative
work, allowing UBB to provide a comprehensive and inclusive education.
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1. MASTER’S LEVEL

At UBB level the data for the cohort 2021-2023 shows the following (Figure 5):
v' the dropout rate is 14.0%, an increase compared to the previous cohort (12.1%);
v’ the dropout rate is lower for full-time programs (14.0%) than for partial time or distance
programs (ID-1FR) (14.7%);
v the dropout rates in the Hungarian section® are the lowest (8.4%);
v’ the dropout rate of study programs at the extensions is lower (11.5%) than those which are
taught in Cluj-Napoca (14.3%) (Appendix 5).
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Figure 5. Share of students who dropped out during their first year of study, master’s level
The dropout rate of most study programs (115) is lower than 15% (Figure 6).
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Figure 6. Distribution of study programs by dropout rate, 2021 cohort, master’s level
The quartile values are Q1 = 2,9%, Q2 = 12,5% and Q3 = 21,4%.

Data on dropout rates by faculty are presented in Appendix 6.

3 UBB offers a diverse array of teaching programs that cater to three main linguistic and ethnic
communities (Romanian, Hungarian, and German), as well as specialized international programs taught
in various international languages. The main three languages are also utilized in official administrative
work, allowing UBB to provide a comprehensive and inclusive education.



Appendix 1. General overview, bachelor’s level
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Dropout rate of the study program

Dropout rate in year 1/year 2

2019-2022 (2023) cohort

2019/2020 — 2020/2021

2020/2021 — 2021/2022

2021/2022 — 2022/2023

No. of students % No. of students % No. of students % No. of students %

TOTAL UBB 2621 23,3 1814 16,1 2156 17,8 2310 20,4
Three-year programs 2263 22,1 1683 16,5 1959 17,8 2131 20,7
Four-year programs 374 35,7 131 12,5 197 17,9 179 17,4
Full-time 2139 22,9 1439 154 1757 17,7 1774 19,5
ID-1IFR 498 25,6 375 19,3 399 18,0 536 24,1
Romanian 2182 25,0 1518 17,4 1741 18,4 1959 21,7
Hungarian 283 17,6 187 11,6 269 15,7 222 15,4
German 45 20,2 41 18,4 50 21,3 24 12,6
English, French 122 17,3 68 9,6 96 13,8 105 16,0
Cluj-Napoca 2406 23,5 1662 16,2 1879 17,6 2015 20,2
Extensions 215 20,9 152 14,8 277 19,3 295 22,0
- Alba lulia 2 8,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 1 53
- Bistrita 60 28,0 47 22,0 64 27,4 67 32,1
- Blaj 7 38,9 3 16,7 0 0,0 0 0,0
- Gheorgheni 8 25,0 3 9,4 5 19,2 2 6,7
- Nasdaud 17 13,1 16 12,3 12 9,2 30 23,1
- Odorheiu Secuiesc 4 7,7 4 7,7 14 17,5 11 16,2
- Oradea 0 0,0 0 0,0 1 3,7 1 4,0
- Resita - - - - 89 25,7 90 27,2
- Satu Mare 5 10,6 3 6,4 6 12,0 7 13,7
- Sfantu Gheorghe 37 29,8 23 18,5 32 31,1 26 27,1
- Sighetu Marmatiei 50 33,1 32 21,2 34 18,4 37 20,9
- Targu Mures 15 8,5 12 6,8 16 8,5 18 11,1
- Targu Secuiesc 4 26,7 3 20,0 - - - -

- Zalau 6 24,0 6 24,0 4 21,1 5 21,7




Summary Report on University Dropout at UBB, 2022 - 2023

Appendix 2. Dropout rate (%) of the study program by faculty, 2019 — 2022 (2023) cohort, bachelor’s level

Faculty Total pfogﬁgrrns pfggﬁ:{ns ';‘;:'e ID-IFR | RO HU GE EN/FR

Mathematics and Computer Science 13,7 13,7 - 13,7 - 15,4 13,4 14,7 11,7
Physics 25,3 27,6 19,0 25,3 - 22,4 41,7 - -
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 22,9 28,3 20,7 22,9 - 25,2 14,6 - -
Biology and Geology 14,5 17,6 17,1 17,5 - 19,3 12,1 20,0 -
Geography 31,5 31,5 - 31,2 - 33,4 23,7 - -
Environmental Science and Engineering 17,3 27,0 25,7 26,5 - 30,1 16,0 - -
Law 449 - 449 37,4 73,6 44,9 - - -
Letters 28,5 28,5 - 28,5 - 29,3 17,6 34,3 -
History and Philosophy 26,7 26,7 - 28,2 18,8 27,5 24,2 - 16,7
Sociology and Social Work 29,2 29,2 - 27,4 37,8 31,2 18,1 - 49,6
Psychology and Educational Sciences 15,4 15,4 - 13,8 17,8 15,1 16,8 0,0 -
Economics and Business Administration 22,4 22,4 - 23,1 18,8 22,2 22,9 28,1 21,3
European Studies 18,5 18,5 - 19,7 8,1 18,4 - 31,3 16,3
Business 30,8 30,8 - 32,6 25,2 31,8 - - 26,6
Political, Administrative and Communication -

Sciences 24,3 24,3 23,6 26,5 25,9 13,1 15,0 20,5
Physical Education and Sport 18,8 18,8 - 20,0 12,2 20,8 9,7 - -
Orthodox Theology 20,6 27,3 17,2 20,6 - 20,6 - - -
Greek Catholic Theology 25,8 53,3 17,0 25,8 - 25,8 - - -
Reformed Theology and Music 10,2 10,2 - 10,2 - - 10,2 - -
Roman Catholic Theology 12,0 16,0 8,0 12,0 - - 12,0 - -
Theatre and Film 9,8 9,8 - 9,8 - 7,3 16,7 - -

Note. The negative values denote the fact that the number of students enrolled in year 2 or the final year of study is higher than that of the first year (reenrollment from previous

cohorts or recognition of previous learning).




Appendix 3. Dropout rate (%) in the first year by faculty, bachelor’s level

Qualitas Centre, July 2024

Total 3-year programs 4-year programs Full-time ID-IRF
Faculty

2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Average 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021
Mathematics and Computer Science 9,0 12,8 | 155 12,4 9,0 12,8 | 15,5 - - - 9,0 128 | 155 3 ) )
Physics 114 | 352 | 12,9 19,8 121 | 341 | 122 | 95 | 39,1 | 143 114 | 352 | 12,9 - - -
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 14,4 | 16,3 | 87 13,1 226 | 143 | 147 | 111 | 171 | 7,0 14,4 | 163 | 87 - - -
Biology and Geology 124 | 155 | 257 | 179 15,0 | 158 | 27,4 | 00 | 143 | 16,7 12,4 | 155 | 257 - - -
Geography 243 | 223 | 206 224 243 | 223 | 206 - - - 240 | 205 | 208 | 355 | 415 | 17,2
Environmental Science and Engineering 21,4 | 31,4 | 253 | 26,0 20,6 | 37,3 | 255 | 22,9 | 18,5 | 25,0 214 | 314 | 253 - - -
Law 143 | 17,1 | 19,6 17,0 - - - 143 | 171 | 19,6 100 | 12,0 | 18,7 | 30,7 | 354 | 236
Letters 237 | 213 | 231 227 237 | 213 | 231 - - - 237 | 213 | 231 - - -
History and Philosophy 236 | 282 | 262 26,0 236 | 282 | 26,2 - - - 245 | 282 | 241 | 188 | 27,8 | 32,2
Sociology and Social Work 204 | 195 | 214 20,4 204 | 200 | 214 - - - 188 | 200 | 176 | 28,0 | 175 | 325
Psychology and Educational Sciences 10,8 | 12,3 | 154 12,8 10,8 | 11,3 | 154 - - - 97 | 113 | 11,8 | 125 | 137 | 203
Economics and Business Administration 159 | 14,7 | 20,6 17,1 15,9 | 14,7 | 20,6 - - - 157 | 144 | 183 | 212 | 159 | 283
European Studies 130 | 19,1 | 244 18,8 130 | 19,1 | 244 - - - 123 | 201 | 243 | 189 | 11,6 | 245
Business 229 | 285 | 292 26,9 229 | 285 | 29,2 - - - 243 | 300 | 324 | 185 | 23,3 | 20,6
Political, Administrative and Communication - - -
Sciences 185 | 19,8 | 223 20,2 185 | 19,8 | 22,3 171 | 208 | 22,6 | 235 | 168 | 216
Physical Education and Sport 138 | 18,6 | 21,3 17,9 138 | 18,6 | 21,3 - - - 132 | 192 | 209 | 176 | 147 | 240
Orthodox Theology 134 | 73 | 144 11,7 212 | 69 | 205 | 94 | 125 | 10,8 134 | 73 | 144 - - -
Greek Catholic Theology 129 | 81 | 10,0 10,3 333 | 200 | 417 | 64 | 58 | 21 129 | 81 | 10,0 - - -
Reformed Theology and Music 82 | 10,9 | 333 17,5 82 | 10,9 | 333 - - - 82 | 10,9 | 333 - - -
Roman Catholic Theology 80 | 22,0 | 10,9 13,6 16,0 | 423 | 148 - - 53 80 | 220 | 109 - - -
Theatre and Film 6,3 6,9 | 16,1 9,8 6,3 6,9 | 16,1 - - - 6,3 6,9 | 16,1 - - -
Engineering - 50,0 | 35,0 42,5 - - - - 50,0 | 35,0 - 50,0 | 35,0 - - -

Note. The negative values denote the fact that the number of students enrolled in year 2 or the final year of study is higher than that of the first year (reenrollment from previous
cohorts or recognition of previous learning).
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Summary Report on University Dropout at UBB, 2022 - 2023

Appendix 4. Dropout rate (%) in the first year by faculty, by language of study, bachelor’s level

Romanian Hungarian German English/French
Faculty
2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Average | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Average | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Average | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | Average
Mathematics and Computer Science 125 | 114 | 16,9 13,6 00 | 204 | 234 14,6 14,7 | 228 | 78 15,1 79 70 | 119 8,9
Physics 75 | 330 | 11,7 | 174 | 333 | 471 | 200 | 335 - - - - - - - -
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 16,3 | 17,1 | 9,7 14,4 73 | 115 | 40 76 - - - = - - - -
Biology and Geology 12,9 | 16,0 | 26,8 18,6 10,3 | 14,1 | 21,2 15,2 20,0 20,0 - - - -
Geography 258 | 238 | 232 | 243 | 186 | 160 | 100 | 149 - - - - - - - -
Environmental Science and Engineering 24,7 | 26,7 | 26,7 26,0 12,0 | 423 | 18,8 24 4 - - - - - - - -
Law 14,3 | 171 | 196 | 170 - - - - - - - - - - - -
Letters 244 | 21,4 | 241 23,3 16,2 | 17,1 | 159 16,4 257 | 26,2 | 16,7 22,9 - - -
History and Philosophy 254 | 291 | 255 | 267 | 221 | 283|310 | 271 - - - - 167 | 115 | 250 | 6,6
Sociology and Social Work 22,3 | 205 | 225 | 218 97 | 125 | 106 | 109 - - - - - - - -
Psychology and Educational Sciences 105 | 11,2 | 155 12,4 12,2 | 155 | 145 14,1 00 | 125 | 375 16,7 - - - -
Economics and Business Administration | 16,7 | 158 | 21,9 18,1 139 | 93 | 174 13,5 21,9 | 27,7 | 96 19,7 8,0 6,2 | 142 9,5
European Studies 136 | 179 | 271 19,5 - - - - 188 | 53 | 333 19,1 100 | 26,3 | 137 16,7
Business 245 | 28,3 | 30,3 21,7 - - - - - - - = 16,0 | 291 | 235 22.9
Political, Administrative and
Communication Sciences 197 | 20,7 | 228 | 211 | 81 | 140 | 177 | 133 | 150 | 45 | 00 6.5 178 | 197 | 265 | 213
Physical Education and Sport 155 | 20,0 | 25,9 20,5 65 | 125 | 26 7.2 - - = = - - - -
Orthodox Theology 13,4 73 | 144 11,7 - - - - - = = = - - - -
Greek Catholic Theology 12,9 | 81 | 100 10,3 - - - - - = = = - - - -
Reformed Theology and Music - - = 0,0 82 | 109 | 333 17,5 - - - - - - - -
Roman Catholic Theology - = = 0,0 80 | 220 | 10,9 13,6 - - - - - - - -
Theatre and Film 37 | 75 | 229 | 114 | 133 | 57 | 48 7,9 - - - - - - - -
Engineering - 50,0 | 350 | 425 - - - - - - - - - - - -

Note. The negative values denote that the number of students enrolled in year 2 or the final year of study is higher than that of the first year (due to reenrollment from previous cohorts or

recognition of previous learning).
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Appendix 5. General overview of dropout at UBB level, 2021-2023 cohort, master’s level

tuderts. %
Total 644 14,0
Full-time 587 14,0
ID-IFR 57 14,7
Romanian 504 15,0
Hungarian 44 8,4
German 13 14,1
English, French 70 12,6
Cluj-Napoca 600 14,3
Extensions 44 11,5
- Alba lulia 0 0,0
- Bistrita 0 0,0
- Blaj 3 10,7
- Gheorgheni 0 0,0
- Odorheiu Secuiesc 4 10,0
- Oradea 0 0,0
- Resita 26 14,2
- Sfantu Gheorghe 8 24,2
- Sighetu Marmatiei 3 16,7

Note. The negative values denote that the number of students enrolled in year 2 or the final year of
study is higher than that of the first year (reenrollment from previous cohorts or recognition of

previous learning).

In the calculation of the values for the Faculty of Law (1-year long study program) the number of

students enrolled, and the number of graduates were taken into account.
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Appendix 6. Dropout by faculty, 2021-2023 cohort, master’s level
Total Full-time study Partial time RO HU GE EN/ER
programs study programs
Faculty No. of o No.of | | No. of o o o o o

students & students & students & & & & &
Mathematics and Computer Science 66 20,6 66 20,6 - - 29,6 8,0 19,2 18,2
Physics 1 3,8 1 3,8 - - 0,0 - - 12,5
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 18 18,0 18 18,0 - - 22,0 10,5 - 13,6
Biology and Geology 14 8,1 6 4,3 8 25,8 9,7 2,6 - -
Geography 22 12,0 22 12,0 - - 14,3 2,7 - -
Environmental Science and Engineering 10 20,4 10 20,4 - - 17,5 - - 33,3
Law 16 12,8 16 12,8 - - 17,2 7,7 - 0,0
Letters 7 4,0 7 40 - - 3,4 0,0 0,0 7,7
History and Philosophy 31 15,1 23 13,7 8 21,6 15,9 10,3 - -
Sociology and Social Work 45 22,0 44 22,1 1 16.7 22,7 18,2 - -
Psychology and Educational Sciences 98 12,3 89 13,0 9 8.0 12,3 10,2 26,7 -
Economics and Business Administration 145 13,6 137 14,5 8 6.8 14,4 12,2 0,0 11,6
European Studies 13 7,5 13 7,5 - - 12,8 - - -15
Business 24 23,8 19 22,1 5 33.3 28,4 - - 14,7
zgil(latr:(ézls, Administrative and Communication 79 18.4 61 17.0 18 257 16.1 12,0 30,8 237
Physical Education and Sport 19 114 19 114 - - 11,4 - - -
Orthodox Theology 14 14,4 14 14,4 - - 14,4 - - -
Greek Catholic Theology 6 9,2 6 9,2 - - 9,2 - - -
Reformed Theology and Music 2 5,6 2 5,6 - - 5,6 - -
Roman Catholic Theology 2 7.4 2 7,4 - - 7,4 - -
Theatre and Film 0 0,0 0 0,0 - - 0,0 -7,7 - 6,7
Engineering 12 40,0 12 40,0 - - 40,0 - - -

Note. The negative values denote that the number of students enrolled in year 2 or the final year of study is higher than that of the first year (due to reenrollment from
previous cohorts or recognition of previous learning).
In the calculation of the values for the Faculty of Law (1-year long study program) the number of students enrolled, and the number of graduates were taken into account.
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